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|. Introduction

Towards the centennial of its independence in 284 ,Indian government has set a high
objective of modernizing the country. The goal, coomly known as Viksit Bharat@2047,
encompasses various dimensions of developmentasuebonomic prosperity, environmental
sustainability, social advancement, and effectmeegnance. The important incident that India
is currently dealing with is highlighted in thission. To actualize this vision, one needs a
constant dedication, a strong belief in India'sufet and a thorough awareness of the vast
opportunities, abilities, and capacities of its plep especially the youth. Given their larger
demographic share, India's youth could drive thentry toward a recessive Bharat by 2047.
Inclusive education, a ground-breaking approach ¢haures everyone has access to high-
quality education regardless of background, abibtysocial or economic status, is a crucial
part of this goal. Inclusive education is cruc@lachieving Viksit Bharat's vision in every
aspect. By 2047, inclusive education will be edaét creating an equitable and just Viksit
Bharat. All students should have equitable acaebggh-quality education, regardless of their
backgrounds or skills, thanks to inclusive educat® revolutionary concept. By accepting
diversity, encouraging teamwork, and building narg learning environments, we can help
every student reach their full potential and becemgaged, productive members of society.
Disability is a natural aspect of human beings.pgRewith disabilities represent a significant
portion of the population with unrealized potent@urrently, 16% of the world's population,
or 1.3 billion individuals, are considered sigrgiitly disabled. According to the latest
population census and the National Sample Survgp@arsation's comprehensive disability
surveys, the official estimates of disabled peapladia are approximately 21 million (roughly
around 2 percent of the population). Their inclasio the workforce, education, culture, and
politics leads to a more diverse, equitable, aodpctive society. It would recognize the value
of individuals with disabilities as the nation'snian resources and ensure that they receive
equal opportunities, rights protection, and fulitiggpation in society. By empowering people
with disabilities and ensuring their full partictpn, nations can unlock broader economic
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growth, social cohesion, and sustainable developmamd they would become active
contributors. Yorld Health Organisation)

II.Inclusive Education

In the past, the public was frightened, afraid, aad/ous about children with any unusuality.
Throughout history, extraordinary people—whethdtegi artistic, mentally, physically, or
sensory impaired—were forced to live in segregatiistory demonstrates that these people
were oppressed, bullied, and isolated. Many satmtreformers, artists, and creatives were
persecuted, excluded, and even executed by thdcpabhd government agencies who
considered them as mental iliness. Hospitals asidertial facilities segregated mentally ill
persons and considered physically disabled peamieis and untouchables. Over time, more
people spoke up for disability education, reintigra and rehabilitation in integrated or
inclusive settings. To improve their welfare, wevéaaccomplished three milestones:
segregation, integration or mainstreaming, andisioh.

Inclusion in education refers to including all stats to equal access to equal opportunities of
education and learning and is distinct from edwoceti equality or educational equity. It arose
in the context of special education with an indixatised education program and is built on the
notion that it is more effective for students waffecial needs to have the said mixed experience
for them to be more successful in social interadileading to further success in life.

The goal of inclusive education is to give all dnén a high-quality education by effectively
meeting their different requirements in a way tisatelpful, courteous, accommodating, and
attentive to their demands. It entails putting etid in the same learning setting who have
different requirements, backgrounds, and talents.

All people with disabilities have the right to insive education, according to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons witkabilities CRPD). It is applicable to all
children with disabilities, including "those whoveaphysical, mental, intellectual, or sensory
impairments that may prevent them from fully andiadty participating in society over an
extended period of time due to a combination ofibes." (CRPD, Article 1). Every child has
the right to an education. This includes childrethwlisabilities. The Convention on the Rights
of Persons with DisabilitiesCRPD) further emphasises the fundamental human right to
inclusive education for every child with a disatyilinclusive education systems accommodate
all students, regardless of their needs or talentsl] educational levels, including pre-school,

primary, secondary, university, vocational, andlthg learning.
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Inclusive is a philosophy built on the belief tladit people are equal and should be respected
and valued, as an issue of basic human rights. dini unending set of processes in which
children and adults with disabilities have the apyaity to participate fully in all community
activities offered to people who do not have disids (UNESCO at the UN Committee of
Rights of the Child-October 6, 1997 Centrefor Human Rights. Geneva).

"Inclusion has been defined as the acceptancdl plpils with the mainstream education
system taught with a common framework, and idexdifas the responsibility of all teachers".
(Thomas, 1997).

“Schools should accommodate all children regarddésiseir physical, intellectual, emotional,
social, linguistic or other conditionsAfticle 3, Salamanca Framework for Action).
Inclusive schools is that where all children shdektn together, regardless of any difficulties
or difference as they may hav&alamanca Framework for Action, Article-7).

World Convention on the Rights of the Child (19f8oclaims that children have the right to
life and the best possible change to develop fi#llyicle 6), and 'Disabled Children must be
helped to be as independent as possible and beatd&e full and active part in everyday
life". (Article 23).

According to Stainback and Stainback (1996), "An inclusive school is a place where
everyone belongs, is accepted, supports and iosigoby his or her peers and other members
of the school community in the course of havingdrifer educational- needs met.

The following is the definition provided by tiinister of Human Resour ce Development

in 2003: "Inclusive education means all learnemng people - with or without disabilities
being able to learn together in ordinary pre-sclpwovVisions, schools, and community

It is clear from what has been said above thahalusive school is one in which all students
are welcome, regardless of their special needs, vamele they are educated and given
opportunities for empowerment. We are aware thatigive education allows all students to
receive an education through a shared approachdtegsa of their special education needs.
Inclusive education ensures that all students,rdégss of their individual differences, have
equal opportunities to access quality educatisgueces, and support services. It recognizes
that all learners have unique needs and providgwoppate accommodations and
modifications to ensure equitable access to legrnin

Inclusive education embraces diversity, recognignggrichness that comes from students with
different backgrounds, abilities, disabilities, h@iag styles, and perspectives. It promotes
understanding and acceptance, fostering a cultireespect and inclusivity where all

differences are valued.
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Inclusive education promotes a sense of belonginglf students by creating, welcoming and
supportive learning environments in which everyéaads valued, respected, and included. It
encourages active participation and engagemenhénldarning process, ensuring that all
students feel like integral members of the schoahmunity.

The concept of inclusive education is rapidly gagnglobal prominence as societies recognize
the importance of providing equal educational opypaties for all. In India, this approach is
not just an educational reform but a societal fimnsation necessary for building a truly
developed nation by 2047. In India's pursuit ofdmeing a Viksit Bharat, inclusive education
plays a crucial role in guaranteeing that no cfalts behind and every individual is prepared
to contribute to the nation's advancement.

With the goal of being a developed nation by 20#@é, centenary of India's independence,
comprehensive education will play an even more maob role. This vision is about creating
a country where all citizens, regardless of badkgdy have the chance to fulfil their full
potential; it is not just about economic progress technological advancements. The
cornerstone of this vision is inclusive educatwhijch guarantees that every kid, regardless of
their conditions or talents, receives a high-quaducation that equips them to actively engage

in society.

[11.Paradigm Shift in Education

The traditional Indian educational system has loegn known for its strict framework, which
frequently gives students who meet prerequisitedaioguage, social level, and cognitive
abilities benefits. While this method may be helpfwn a small percentage of students, it has
unintentionally ignored a large number of otherovdo not fit these conventional societal
norms. Consequently, the move to inclusive edunatignifies a fundamental break from this
established model and a paradigm change in thetineof developing an educational system
that is more equitable and responsive.

This paradigm shift demands a comprehensive ressees of the entire educational
ecosystem, not just a few concessions for studeititsexceptional needs. Every student has
the right to learn alongside one another in a mungusetting that recognizes their unique needs
and capabilities, regardless of their backgroundskidl levels.

Implementing inclusive education necessitates ategjic and coordinated effort across
multiple levels of the educational system. Schaals foster an environment that values and
supports every student by establishing strong pdi@meworks, engaging the community,

building the capacity of educators, integrating htelogy, and implementing strong
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monitoring and evaluation systems. As India mowe&tds its vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047,
these strategies will be essential in ensuringitf@dtisive education becomes a reality for all
learners, contributing to the development of a nasg equitable, and prosperous nation. The
following strategies are essential for the sucegssiplementation of inclusive education,
helping to create an environment where every stuckmthrive.

Teacher Training and Capacity Building

Teachers are at the forefront of implementing isiele education and play a crucial part in the
process of creating classes that are welcominguttests with disabilities. Students are able
to be motivated, inspired, and involved by them.t®s other hand, a significant number of
educators do not possess the appropriate traioidgdl with the diversity of requirements that
their students face. Consequently, training antegsional development programs for teachers
should to place a primary emphasis on inclusiviucsonal strategies. This includes training
in inclusive pedagogical approaches, classroom ganant in a variety of settings, and
differentiated education, among other things origtelt is through good training that one can
cultivate the mindset of "I will make a differente.

Curriculum and pedagogy

One of the most significant changes required ighim curriculum, teaching methods and
assessment. Traditional curriculum frequently fesusn meeting the needs of mainstream
pupils and have a limited scope. We must broadenaalapt the curriculum in an inclusive
education system to meet the diverse needs oftadlests. This involves incorporating
differentiated instruction strategies, where teeslvan modify their teaching methods to suit
various learning styles and abilities.

Infrastructure and Assistive Technology

For the purpose of inclusive education to be gezlyireffective, schools need to be
psychologically and physically ready to accommoddit®f the students that are enrolled in
them. In order to accommodate students who havairmpnts, it is necessary to ensure that
school buildings are equipped with accessibleifasland amenities such as ramps, elevators,
and other such amenities. Our recommendation i$ ¢thessrooms be outfitted with
instructional resources that are designed to acamate a wide range of learners. This could
include speech-to-text software, screen readewaodt communication aids, and adaptive
technology. Additionally, schools are required tald an inclusive culture that acknowledges

the importance of diversity and cultivates a sefsaipport and respect for all children.

Policy and Governance
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Effective implementation of inclusive education uiggs strong policy frameworks and
governance structures that prioritize inclusivityass all tiers. We should implement policies
that promote educational equity by providing mossistance to marginalised community
schools.

Dara collection and Analysis

For success, full paradigm shift We regularly atilland analyse data on student outcomes,
participation rates, access to resources, and mlemant indicators to assess the effectiveness
of inclusive practices.

Monitoring and Evaluation

In order to ensure that inclusive education is gesly effective, the government should
implement ongoing monitoring and evaluation systeémngfrack progress, identify areas for
improvement, and ensure that inclusive educatiactymes are effective.

Accountability and Transparency

To ensure that inclusive education is genuinelgai¥e, the government should continuously
establish clear accountability mechanisms to enthaeall stakeholders are responsible for
promoting inclusive education and meeting the neéadl learners.

Continuous Improvement

To ensure that inclusive education is genuinelgai¥e, the government should continuously
seek ways to improve inclusive practices basedaia dnalysis, stakeholder feedback, and
research findings.

Community Involvement

Community involvement is needed to accomplishusiele education outside of school.
Parent, community, and civil society organizatiomse crucial to inclusive education
understanding and support. Regular communicatianksthops, and collaborative decision-
making should engage these stakeholders in schidukspromotes a shared understanding of
inclusive education and its benefits for all studel€ommunity involvement also addresses

cultural and societal biases that may hamper in@ysractices.

V. The Roleof Inclusive Education in Viksit Bharat @2047

Inclusive education is a transformative approadt thsters an environment that not only
accommodates but also celebrates diversity, empogvevery learner to reach their full
potential. In the context of Viksit Bharat @ 204dia’s vision of becoming a fully developed

nation by its centennial of independence, inclugigecation is a cornerstone that supports the

nation’s broader goals of social, economic, antlical development.

www.iejte.org Special Issue, Octobe&024 | Page 334




2320 -7566

To be successful in achieving India's goal of angaa Viksit Bharat by 2047, inclusive
education is not only morally required but alsatggically essential. Inclusive education
builds the foundation for a prosperous, cohesind vébrant nation by promoting social equity,
encouraging economic growth, and fostering natiamaty. It also strengthens national
solidarity. By ensuring that every individual ispared to both contribute to and benefit from
their country's advancement, the fundamental grlesiand methods of inclusive education
will play a crucial role in helping India achieudg ambitious objective.

Fostering Social Equity

One of the most profound impacts of inclusive etiogais its ability to foster social equity.
Significant disparities, particularly in accessauality education, have historically marked
Indian society. Caste, class, gender, and abifgyoften the lines that draw these disparities,
continuing cycles of poverty and exclusion. Inchesieducation directly challenges these
inequities by ensuring that all children, regardlestheir background, have access to the same
educational opportunities. By levelling the playiingjd, inclusive education helps to bridge
the gap between different socioeconomic groupsblema children from disadvantaged
backgrounds to climb the socioeconomic ladder.,Tihiturn, fosters a more equitable society
by distributing opportunities more fairly and enaglsocial mobility for all.

Encour aging Economic Growth

A nation's ability to maintain a strong economipésvily influenced by its population's levels
of education. India's ambition to become a glolsainemic powerhouse by 2047 depends on
inclusive education. Having access to a good ettt program raises the potential of
developing a workforce that is both knowledgeabid akilled. Inclusive education never
wastes ability, utilizing the abilities of all steis, especially those who might otherwise be
marginalized. Inclusive education helps to devedaeh individual's talents, making the
workforce more adaptive and productive. As a reshis encourages creativity, increases
output, and hastens economic advancement. An exlgaipulation will also be better
prepared to contribute to a future knowledge-basethomy, establishing India as a worldwide
market leader.

Building National Unity

India's diversity is part of what makes it so Bypyet it has also caused conflict and division.
Because it fosters an environment of mutual respecterstanding, and cooperation between
students from all origins, inclusive education ssential in establishing national unity.
Students that attend inclusive classrooms get preajation for and respect for differences in

language, ability, culture, and religion. All citias gain a sense of belonging as a result of this
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early exposure to diversity because they understatidhey are a member of a wider, inclusive
community. It is possible to create a more cohesoaety where people are bound together

by mutual respect and shared ideals by implemeinticlgsive education from an early age.

V. Challengesin Achieving Inclusive Education

The implementation of inclusive education in Indianot without its challenges, despite the
fact that education that is inclusive has many benthat are widely accepted. A lack of
resources, attitudes held by society, defectsachter preparation, Cultural and Social Barriers,
Inadequate Teacher Trainin@aps in Policy Implementatioand difficulties in enforcing
policies are the foundations upon which these ahetaare built. It is absolutely necessary to
find solutions to these problems in order to reattze goal of inclusive education and ensure
that every child has the opportunity to learn dmdse in an atmosphere that is supportive.
Limitations on Resour ces

Lack of resources is one of the biggest obstadaaclusive education implementation in
India, especially in rural and impoverished ar@ssic infrastructure issues that many schools
face include small classroom sizes, unhygienic timms$, and an absence of essential teaching
materials. Due to these constraints, meeting tleelief all students, especially those with
disabilities, is difficult. For instance, kids wigphysical disabilities may not be able to fully
participate in school activities if there are nmps, accessible facilities, or specialised learning
aids available.

Cultural and Social Barriers

Cultural and social attitudes play a significanieran shaping the acceptance and
implementation of inclusive education. In many past India, deep-rooted prejudices and
misconceptions about disabilities and marginalis@esmunities persist, leading to exclusion
and discrimination. These societal attitudes carater significant barriers to inclusion, as
families and communities may not see the valueluctating children with disabilities or those
from marginalised groups. This stigma can resulbwer enrolment rates for these children,
and even when they do attend school, they mayHdaltging, isolation, and a lack of support
from peers and teachers.

Inadequate Teacher Training

Despite being the cornerstones of inclusive edanathany teachers lack the necessary skills
to address their pupils’ wide range of needs. Thm®s for teacher training and professional
development are severely lacking, especially whenomes to inclusive pedagogy and

classroom management. Many teacher preparationrgonsgy in India still prioritize

www.iejte.org Special Issue, Octobe&024 | Page 336




2320 -7566

conventional approaches, which may not be effedtivelassrooms with a diverse student
body. As a result, educators may lack the competemd self-assurance needed to apply
inclusive methods in a way that sufficiently sugpahildren with a variety of learning needs.
Gapsin Policy Implementation

Although India has made great progress in creategulations that support inclusive
education, there is still a large obstacle betwdwn creation of policies and their actual
implementation. Although a number of legislativel aagulatory frameworks, like the Rights
to Education Act and the Rights of Persons withabilities Act, support inclusive education,
these frameworks frequently fall short in practiespecially at the local level. Numerous
causes, such as limited budget, poor coordinatatwéen different government departments,
and insufficient oversight and enforcement proceslucan be blamed for this divergence.
Policies are frequently applied haphazardly or gadigt, which results in disparities in the way

inclusive education is carried out in various lesadnd educational institutions.

V1. Conclusion

For India to realize its goal of creating a VikBharat by 2047, inclusive education is not just
morally required but also strategically importdntia's goal of becoming a developed nation
is based on the idea that every citizen should hagess to high-quality education, regardless
of their family's financial situation. Unlockingetiull potential of India's enormous and diverse
human resources is crucial for promoting the cotmtsocioeconomic development and
enhancing its social unity.This strategy not onftecs to the educational needs of each
individual, but also strives to establish a moreiedple society that values diversity and
empowers everyone to feel valued.

By investing in inclusive education, we can createébrant and equitable future for Viksit
Bharat. This vision requires a collective effororfr governments, educators, families,
communities, and all stakeholders. Through contiisuearning, adaptation, and collaboration,
we can ensure that every child has the opportdaitgach their full potential and contribute
to the progress of our nation. By building a mordusive and equitable education system, we
can lay the foundation for a future where everyoaa thrive and contribute to a better
tomorrow.
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