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Introduction  

India’s educational environment is undergoing a radical change with the 

implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which places a major focus on 

reforming the teacher education system. Acknowledging teachers as the primary factor 

influencing educational quality and student achievement, NEP 2020 presents extensive changes 

intended to improve the efficiency, applicability and professionalism of teacher preparation in 

India. The Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP), a major initiative aimed at 

revitalising teacher preparation by substituting a more integrated and coherent four-year 

program for the disjointed and frequently insufficient teacher training paths, is at the centre of 

these reforms. The traditional teacher education system in India has long been criticized for its 

outdated curricula, inadequate practical training, and lack of integration with broader 

educational goals. NEP 2020 addresses these concerns by advocating for a holistic approach to 

teacher education, one that aligns with global best practices while being rooted in the socio-

cultural context of India. The ITEP, as envisaged by NEP 2020, is structured to provide a 

multidisciplinary education, combining content knowledge, pedagogical skills and practical 

training in a seamless manner. This integrated approach aims to equip future teachers with the 

necessary tools to foster critical thinking, creativity and holistic development in students. 

One of the most significant aspects of NEP 2020’s recommendations is the emphasis 

on experiential learning and the integration of technology in teacher education. By 

incorporating internships, classroom-based projects and hands-on teaching experiences, the 

ITEP seeks to bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. 

Additionally, the policy recognizes the growing importance of digital literacy and the need for 

teachers to be proficient in using technology as a pedagogical tool. This is especially important 

considering how the COVID-19 epidemic has sped up the implementation of blended and 

online learning modalities. The ITEP’s emphasis on equity and inclusivity under NEP 2020 is 

another important component. The program’s objective is to train educators who can meet the 
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many requirements of India’s student body, which includes those of students with special needs 

and those from marginalised areas. This aligns with NEP 2020’s broader vision of an inclusive 

education system that provides equitable opportunities for all students. Despite the ambitious 

goals of NEP 2020 and the potential of ITEP to transform teacher education, several challenges 

remain. These include the need for adequate infrastructure, the professional development of 

teacher educators and ensuring policy coherence across different states and regions. The 

successful implementation of ITEP will require sustained effort, collaboration among 

stakeholders and a commitment to continuous improvement in the education sector. NEP 2020, 

through the ITEP, presents a visionary framework for transforming teacher education in India. 

The implementation of novel ideas and tackling long-standing problems could greatly improve 

educational quality and better equip upcoming teachers for the challenges of the classroom of 

the twenty-first century. 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze the NEP 2020 how it is reshaping teacher education through the ITEP and 

its implications for future educators. 

2. To explore the introduction of multidisciplinary approaches in teacher education and 

how it aligns with NEP 2020’s vision. 

3. To discuss the challenges and opportunities in implementing NEP 2020 and ITEP with 

a focus on quality and inclusivity in teacher education. 

Analysis of NEP 2020 how it is reshaping Teacher Education through the 

ITEP and its implications for future Educators 

A revolutionary change in Indian education, especially in teacher education, is reflected in the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP), 

which is set to completely change the face of teacher education in India, is a crucial part of this 

change. By analyzing the ITEP under NEP 2020, we can understand how this initiative impacts 

future educators and the broader educational ecosystem. 

 

ITEP: An Overview 

The ITEP is a four-year undergraduate program designed to equip aspiring teachers with a 

comprehensive understanding of pedagogy, subject knowledge and practical teaching 

experience. It integrates general education with teacher education, emphasizing 

multidisciplinary learning and reducing the time traditionally required for obtaining a teaching 
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qualification. This program aligns with NEP 2020’s vision of creating holistic, well-rounded 

educators who are equipped to meet the diverse needs of Indian classrooms. 

Reshaping Teacher Education 

• Multidisciplinary Approach : The ITEP promotes a multidisciplinary approach to 

teacher education, allowing future educators to gain expertise in various subjects. This 

approach is intended to create teachers who are not only subject-matter experts but also 

adept at integrating knowledge across disciplines. According to NEP 2020, students’ 

critical thinking, creativity and problem-solving abilities must be developed through 

this comprehensive education (NEP 2020, p. 23). 

• Pedagogical Innovations: The ITEP emphasizes innovative pedagogical approaches, 

including experiential learning, technology integration and the use of diverse teaching 

strategies. According to NEP 2020 (p. 24), teaching strategies that are more effective 

and interesting and can accommodate a variety of learning styles should replace 

traditional rote learning. 

• Focus on Indian Values and Contextual Knowledge: NEP 2020 underscores the 

importance of integrating Indian values, culture and knowledge systems into the 

curriculum. The ITEP incorporates these elements into teacher training, ensuring that 

future educators can teach in ways that are contextually relevant and culturally sensitive 

(NEP 2020, p. 26). 

• Rigorous Assessment and Continuous Professional Development: The ITEP 

introduces rigorous assessment mechanisms to ensure the quality of teacher 

preparation. Additionally, NEP 2020 emphasizes continuous professional development 

(CPD) as an integral part of a teacher’s career. This ensures that educators remain 

updated with the latest educational trends and pedagogical strategies (NEP 2020, p. 28). 

Implications for Future Educators 

• Enhanced Teacher Competency: The ITEP is expected to produce more competent 

and confident educators who are better equipped to handle the complexities of modern 

classrooms. This is in line with NEP 2020’s objective of raising the standard of 

education by guaranteeing that educators are competent and well-prepared (NEP 2020, 

p. 30). 

• Increased Professional Respect and Recognition: NEP 2020 intends to improve 

teachers’ professional status by elevating the bar for teacher education. The 

comprehensive training provided by the ITEP will likely lead to greater respect and 
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recognition for teachers, positioning teaching as a more attractive and prestigious 

profession (NEP 2020, p. 31). 

• Long-Term Impact on Student Outcomes: Well-trained teachers are crucial for 

improving student outcomes. The ITEP’s focus on innovative pedagogy, 

multidisciplinary learning and continuous development is expected to have a positive 

long-term impact on students, preparing them for the challenges of the 21st century 

(NEP 2020, p. 32). 

Introduction of Multidisciplinary Approaches in Tea cher Education and 

how it aligns with NEP 2020’s Vision 

The introduction of multidisciplinary approaches in teacher education has garnered significant 

attention in academic research and policy reviews, especially in light of the NEP 2020’s 

emphasis on creating holistic and well-rounded educators. There are various studies and 

reviews that discuss the implementation of multidisciplinary approaches in teacher education 

and how these align with the NEP 2020’s vision. 

Multidisciplinary Approaches in Teacher Education: An Overview 

Multidisciplinary education involves integrating multiple academic disciplines to provide a 

more comprehensive learning experience. In the context of teacher education, this approach 

encourages the development of educators who are not only specialists in their subject areas but 

also possess a broad understanding of various fields. This is in line with NEP 2020’s objective 

of encouraging pupils to think critically, be creative and solve problems because teachers with 

multidisciplinary training are more suited to teach these abilities. 

Studies on Multidisciplinary Approaches in Teacher Education 

• Broadening Perspectives in Teacher Education (Jones, 2018): Jones (2018) argues 

that multidisciplinary approaches in teacher education can significantly enhance 

teachers’ abilities to relate subject content to real-world contexts. By exposing teacher 

candidates to a range of disciplines, they are better prepared to make connections 

between subjects, which is crucial for fostering a more integrated and comprehensive 

understanding in students. The study found that teachers who were trained through 

multidisciplinary programs were more adept at adopting innovative pedagogical 

methods, such as project-based learning, that require the integration of multiple 

subjects.  

• Teacher Preparation and Multidisciplinary Learning (Smith & Taylor, 2019): 

Smith and Taylor (2019) conducted a comparative analysis of teacher education 
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programs across different countries that have adopted multidisciplinary approaches. 

Their research indicates that such approaches lead to improved teacher adaptability and 

a greater capacity for addressing diverse classroom needs. The study also highlights 

that multidisciplinary teacher education programs often result in educators who are 

more open to collaboration with colleagues from different subject areas, fostering a 

more cohesive educational environment. 

• Impact of Multidisciplinary Education on Teaching Competencies (Kaur & 

Reddy, 2020): Kaur and Reddy (2020) investigated the effect of multidisciplinary 

education on the teaching competencies of pre-service teachers. Their findings revealed 

that instructors trained in multidisciplinary situations had higher levels of critical 

thinking, communication, and collaboration skills. The study supports NEP 2020’s 

vision by demonstrating how such an approach prepares instructors to teach children 

21st-century abilities like creativity and problem-solving, which are critical for success 

in a fast-changing society. 

 

Alignment with NEP 2020’s Vision 

• Holistic Development: Holistic Development: NEP 2020 places a strong emphasis on 

students’ holistic development and promotes an educational framework that fosters the 

growth of students’ social, emotional and ethical faculties in addition to their cognitive 

capacities. This goal is supported by the introduction of multidisciplinary approaches 

in teacher education, which train educators to include these various elements into their 

instruction. This guarantees that the instruction that children get is comprehensive and 

goes beyond memorisation (NEP 2020, p. 12). 

• Promoting Critical Thinking and Creativity : The policy stresses the importance of 

critical thinking and creativity in the curriculum. Multidisciplinary teacher education 

programs, by their nature, encourage teachers to think across traditional subject 

boundaries, promoting an educational environment that values creativity and 

innovation. This aligns with NEP 2020’s goal of developing critical thinkers who can 

navigate complex global challenges (NEP 2020, p. 23). 

• Flexibility and Integration : NEP 2020 advocates for a more flexible and integrated 

curriculum that allows students to explore subjects of their interest. Teachers trained in 

multidisciplinary environments are better equipped to implement such a curriculum, as 
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they are familiar with the interconnectedness of different subjects and can guide 

students in exploring various academic pathways (NEP 2020, p. 24). 

• Cultural and Contextual Relevance: The NEP 2020 also emphasizes the inclusion of 

Indian culture and knowledge systems in the curriculum. Multidisciplinary teacher 

education programs that incorporate these elements ensure that future educators are not 

only knowledgeable about global perspectives but are also grounded in the cultural and 

contextual realities of India. This approach aligns with the policy’s vision of creating 

globally aware but locally rooted citizens (NEP 2020, p. 26). 

Challenges and Opportunities in implementing NEP 2020 and ITEP with a 

focus on Quality and Inclusivity in Teacher Education 

There are a lot of opportunities and problems associated with implementing the Integrated 

Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) and the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, 

especially when it comes to inclusion and quality in teacher education. 

Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020 and ITEP 

• Infrastructure and Resource Constraints: The absence of sufficient infrastructure 

and resources in several teacher education institutions throughout India is one of the 

main obstacles to the implementation of NEP 2020 and ITEP. Many institutions, 

especially in rural and underdeveloped regions, face issues such as insufficient teaching 

materials, inadequate facilities and a lack of access to modern technology (Bansal & 

Kapoor, 2021). These constraints can hinder the effective rollout of the 

multidisciplinary and technologically integrated curriculum envisioned under ITEP. 

• Training and Professional Development of Existing Faculty: The shift to a 

multidisciplinary approach and the emphasis on innovative pedagogies require existing 

faculty members to undergo significant re-training and professional development. 

However, the current professional development programs are often inadequate in scope 

and scale. There is also resistance among some educators to adopt new teaching 

methods and curricula, which can slow down the implementation process (Nanda, 

2020). 

• Ensuring Inclusivity : While NEP 2020 emphasizes inclusivity, achieving this in 

practice is challenging. Teacher education programs must address the diverse needs of 

students from different socio-economic backgrounds, including those with disabilities. 

However, many teacher education institutions lack the expertise and resources to 

provide inclusive education effectively (Sharma & Srivastava, 2021). Including 
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diversity in teacher preparation programs and making sure aspiring educators are 

equipped to work in diverse classrooms is a challenge. 

• Quality Assurance and Standardization: Ensuring consistent quality across teacher 

education programs is another significant challenge. The ITEP aims to standardize 

teacher education by introducing a uniform curriculum across institutions. However, 

disparities in the quality of education provided by different institutions, particularly 

between urban and rural areas, can undermine these efforts (Kumar, 2022). The 

difficulty of ensuring quality is further exacerbated by the large number of teacher 

education schools in India, which makes it challenging to consistently monitor and 

uphold standards. 

Opportunities in Implementing NEP 2020 and ITEP 

• Improving the Teaching Profession’s Status: NEP 2020 and ITEP present a chance 

to improve the teaching profession's standing in India. These changes seek to create 

teachers who are comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and rigorous in order to develop 

highly qualified and well-rounded educators. As a result, more gifted people may be 

drawn to the teaching profession and instructors may receive greater respect and 

professional recognition (NEP 2020, p. 29). 

• Promoting Inclusive Education: NEP 2020’s emphasis on inclusivity offers a chance 

to develop a more equal educational system. Future teachers will be better prepared to 

meet the needs of all students, especially those from marginalised communities and 

students with disabilities, if inclusion is incorporated into the teacher education 

curriculum. This can lead to a more inclusive classroom environment, where all 

students have the opportunity to succeed (Kalyanpur & Padmanabhan, 2020). 

• Innovation in Pedagogy: The emphasis on multidisciplinary learning and innovative 

pedagogical approaches under ITEP aligns with global trends in education. This focus 

on innovation provides an opportunity for Indian teacher education institutions to 

experiment with new teaching methods, such as project-based learning, experiential 

learning and the integration of technology into the classroom. These developments have 

the potential to improve educational quality and better equip students for the challenges 

of the twenty-first century (Joshi, 2021). 

• Building a Stronger Foundation for Future Generations: By investing in high-

quality teacher education through NEP 2020 and ITEP, India has the opportunity to 

build a stronger foundation for future generations. Well-trained teachers are critical to 



 

 

w w w . i e j t e . o r g                 S p e c i a l  I s s u e ,  O c t o b e r- 2 0 2 4 
 

Page 482 

                      Indian e-Journal on Teacher Education (IEJTE) 
                      Bi-Monthly e-Journal (Peer Reviewed) 

ISSN 

2320 –7566 

improving student outcomes and the reforms under NEP 2020 aim to ensure that every 

child in India has access to quality education. This can lead to long-term benefits, 

including improved literacy rates, higher educational attainment, and better socio-

economic opportunities for all citizens (NEP 2020, p. 34). 

 

Conclusion 

The NEP 2020 is poised to transform teacher education in India by putting the ITEP into 

practice. It seeks to develop a new generation of educators who are prepared to influence the 

direction of Indian education by encouraging an interdisciplinary, creative and culturally 

sensitive approach to instruction. Future educators will be profoundly impacted by the ITEP 

since it not only improves teacher competency but also elevates the teaching profession, which 

will ultimately lead to better educational outcomes nationwide. The NEP 2020’s vision for a 

comprehensive, adaptable and integrated educational system is strongly aligned with the 

introduction of multidisciplinary approaches in teacher education, in addition to receiving 

support from academic research. Research indicates that these methods improve instructional 

skills, encourage critical thinking and get teachers ready to provide a more extensive 

curriculum. The future of teaching and learning in India will be greatly influenced by the 

emphasis on multimodal teacher education that is being placed on the system as part of NEP 

2020. There are many opportunities and problems associated with implementing NEP 2020 

and ITEP. For these reforms to be implemented successfully, it is imperative that the issues of 

infrastructure, faculty development, inclusion and quality assurance be addressed. 

Simultaneously, there are tremendous chances to develop pedagogical innovation, advance 

inclusion, elevate the teaching profession and provide a solid educational foundation. The NEP 

2020 and ITEP have the potential to completely change teacher education in India and 

guarantee both quality and inclusivity in the educational system with careful planning and 

coordinated efforts. 
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