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Introduction

Language could be a powerful tool. Post-Indepenelemeariety of languages are a unit on the
verge of extinction. Since Language is crucial donserving the heritage and culture of a
society, many communities lie at the danger oflgsheir identity. So as to retain the cultural
heritage of the varied Indian communities, it's @ssary to introduce courses on Indian
Languages within the teaching System. NEP 202Mdautaaside from standard education
policies within the sense that it aims at the effecpreparation of policies in academic
establishments. It involves prestigious NGOs amhoizations at the grass-root level that are
willing to participate within the implementation REP 2020. Language is coupled to art and
culture. Completely different languages ‘see’ th@npt otherwise. Languages influence the
manner folks of a given culture speak with oth@uwlture is, thus, sheathed in our languages.
Art, within the kind of literature, plays, musidpf, etc. cannot be absolutely appreciated while
not language. So as to preserve and promote culbme should preserve and promote a
culture’s languages. For functions of cultural enment still as national integration, all young
Indians ought to bear in mind the wealthy and imseearray of languages of their country,
and therefore the treasures that they and thematiires contain. The issue of language, each
as a medium of instruction, still as a freelanseigiine has been controlled in nice detail each
at college and better education level within thes pelicy. \Wadekkar, B., Phulari, S. and
Vishwkarma, B. 2022)

India is a land of linguistic diversity, with ov&r600 languages spoken across the country. The
promotion of Indian languages, therefore, holdsural, social, and pedagogical significance.
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, a transftive policy framework, seeks to
address the gap between this rich linguistic hgeitand its inclusion in the Indian education
system. A key emphasis of the NEP-2020 is the ptmmoof mother tongues, regional

languages, and Indian classical languages in sshib@reby reinforcing the multilingual fabric
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of India while ensuring that every child has acdesguality education in their language of
comfort.

To understand the importance of promoting Indiargleges in education, it is essential to
trace the historical context. Before colonizatilmalia had a tradition of multilingualism, where
various regional languages flourished. The claks@cauages of Sanskrit, Tamil, and Pali
were central to the intellectual and cultural ttiaeis. However, British colonial education
policies led to the dominance of English as the inmadof instruction, marginalizing Indian
languages in formal education.

Post-independence India took measures to revivannknguages, but the imposition of
English-medium education remained significant, ipalarly in urban and elite sections of
society. The Constitution of India, through Artiel&843 to 351, attempted to safeguard
linguistic diversity by recognizing Hindi as thefiofal language and giving official status to
other regional languages. However, language peslitére often sparked debates on linguistic
hegemony and regional autonomy, further compliggtieir implementation.

The adoption of multilingual approach at schookleand promotion of local/regional languages
by NEP 2020 is a positive step which has been téletne Government of India to foster the
learning environment and catering the learning s@édearners from an early age. The policy not
only works towards bridging the gap between loaabliage and its applicability in instructing the
learners but also works towards making them festrese of pride in using their mother tongue
while at the same time nurturing proficiency in tiplé languages, thus, making the learners future
ready at global level. The policy is transformatinethe sense that it works towards promoting
linguistic diversity by being inclusive for learsefrom multiple strata and diverse language
background while preserving the cultural heritageth® knowledge domain of our country.
(Srivastava, R.K., Aleem Mohd and Tomar Surbhi @02

The Vision of NEP-2020 on L anguage Promotion
The NEP-2020 aims to revamp the Indian educatigtesy by introducing a student-centric,
inclusive, and flexible curriculum. One of its maiitiars is the promotion of Indian languages,
and its significance can be viewed in three distaspects:
1. Multilingualism in Early Education: NEP-2020 encourages the use of mother tongue
or regional language as the medium of instructiatil at least Grade 5, and preferably
till Grade 8 and beyond. This reflects a commitnterthaking foundational education

accessible, relatable, and culturally embeddedchaldren. Research indicates that
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learning in one's native language fosters cognitiegelopment and lays a strong
foundation for future learning.

2. Three-Language Formula: NEP-2020 revises the old Three-Language Formula,
emphasizing that students should be exposed te thnguages at the school level—
two of which must be native Indian languages. Tdpproach ensures not only the
promotion of regional and national languages bsb ahtroduces children to the
linguistic diversity of India.

3. Focuson Classical and Tribal Languages: The policy also underlines the importance
of learning classical languages such as Sanskamil] and Pali, alongside tribal
languages, many of which are at risk of extinctiBp.promoting these languages, the
policy seeks to preserve India's intangible culthesitage and foster inclusivity in the
curriculum.

The NEP 2020 has also proposed education in theentingue or first language up to a

minimum of Class V level to help achieve 2030 goakmely, “inclusive and equitable

quality education and promote lifelong learning ogpnities for all” (NEP-2020, p. 3).

Creating such education is challenging in many ways condition of government

primary schools in the country is pathetic. Thedshi-teacher ratio, infrastructure,

inadequate laboratory facilities, lack of libragporting goods, etc. make the situation
unsatisfactory. Simultaneously a large part of mh@nagerial skill and energy of the
teachers goes into the arrangement of midday naedlsther additional duties assigned to

them by the government from time to time. Identifyia language as a mother tongue in a

particular setup and managing a multilingual classr is also a challenge, for instance, in

the states like Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim or NaghlEmphasis has been laid on the three-
language formula and multilingualism in the locdlueation system. It is also essential to
have a pool of well-trained language teachers thighability to translate and interpret. All
these must eventually lead to high-quality programmnin the conservation and
development of art, literature, music, crafts, asflogy, and graphic and web design.
When early childhood education is connected toetlpesgrammes, it helps build children’s
capacities. (Tirupathy, A.K., 2022)

Advantages of Mother Tongue-Based Education
New Education Policy 2020 is the decision to makéhar tongue as the medium of instruction
up to 5 class. The objective is to create a lomgrtenpact on nation building. It may also

create a profound effect on the ongoing proceswiofan resource development and to help
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students establish social and cultural relatiorshyth the environment they are living in.
(Drishti)

Research on mother tongue-based multilingual etuc@1TB-MLE) offers strong evidence
in favor of using children's home language as tlediom of instruction in early education:

» Cognitive Development: Children tend to grasp concepts better when taugla
language they understand. Studies have shown tindergs who begin education in
their mother tongue show improved cognitive algfitiand are better equipped to
acquire additional languages.

» Cultural Relevance: Language is intricately tied to culture. Learningone’s mother
tongue allows children to connect education witirtleveryday experiences, making
the learning process more meaningful. This conaecthelps in the holistic
development of the child, where language, cultanel education are intertwined.

* Reduction in Dropout Rates: Many children, especially in rural areas, streggith
learning when introduced to an unfamiliar languegey on. By making mother tongue
the medium of instruction, NEP-2020 aims to redtlee dropout rates by making
learning more accessible and less alienating fsdlstudents.

* Foundation for Multilingualism: Children who are proficient in their mother toegu
can more easily learn additional languages. NERY20dcus on teaching multiple
languages ensures that children are not only geind their linguistic and cultural
heritage but are also prepared for global engagebeacquiring English and other
languages.

Thus, the best way to achieve the aims of makingherotongue as a medium of
instruction in primary school is efficient implentation. It encompasses

» Setting up institutions in states to publish staddeoks in the regional languages.

* Appointing teachers adept in their mother tongue.

» Initiating pedagogy based on vernacular languagésachers training programs.

* Involving parents in the teaching and learning pescbecause they are the source of
first language learning experience for the child.

» Use of technology to create learning tools in veuter languages.

The Implementation of the Three-Language Formula
The three-language formula will continue to be iempénted in India, considering
constitutional provisions, aspirations of peoplegions, and the Union, and the need for

multilingualism and national unity. But with greaftexibility, with no language imposed on
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any state. The three languages learned by childiéibe the choices of States, regions, and
students, provided at least two are native to Ilifsliadents can change one or more languages
in Grade 6 or 7, provided they demonstrate basiiggency in three languages by the end of
secondary school. (Government of India, 2020, NB®O2 Part- I, Section 4.13). The Three-
Language Formula, although well-intentioned, hasnba subject of debate and differing
interpretations. The primary objective is to proenoiational integration through linguistic
inclusivity. Under NEP-2020:

« Flexibility: States are free to choose the three languagesl lmaslocal needs. For
example, a student in Tamil Nadu might learn Tamdihdi, and English, while a
student in Gujarat could study Gujarati, Hindi, &whskrit.

« National Integration: The formula seeks to promote national unity bgoemaging the
learning of Hindi in non-Hindi speaking states, w@nsuring that students from Hindi-
speaking states also learn a regional language.

« Challengesin Implementation: While NEP-2020 reiterates the formula, its effest
implementation poses challenges. In some states th resistance to learning Hindi,
seen as an imposition on local linguistic idengitieAdditionally, there are
infrastructural challenges in training teachers degleloping materials in multiple
languages.

Revival and Promotion of Classical and Indigenoasduages

A significant aspect of NEP-2020 is its commitmémtreviving classical and indigenous
languages that are at risk of vanishing. Theseuagegs are treasure troves of historical
knowledge, literary wealth, and scientific heritage

« Sanskrit: Sanskrit has been given a special status in NE®-2The policy emphasizes
the promotion of Sanskrit at all levels of schodlieation. Sanskrit is not only viewed
as a classical language but as a living languatfeawast repository of knowledge in
fields such as science, medicine, and philosophy.

« Other Classical Languages. NEP-2020 also recognizes Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,
Malayalam, and Odia as classical languages ansl foalthe creation of opportunities
for students to learn them at all levels.

« Indigenous and Tribal Languages. The policy is particularly concerned about the
survival of India's tribal languages, many of whibhve very few speakers. By
promoting the use of these languages in schoolB-R20 aims to preserve the cultural

identities of indigenous communities while proviglithem with the tools for inclusive

education.
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Teacher Training and Pedagogical Support

Effective implementation of NEP-2020’s languagei@polrequires a robust infrastructure,
particularly in terms of teacher training and tkiaiability of teaching materials. The key areas
include:

- Multilingual Teachers: A significant challenge is the shortage of trairteachers
proficient in multiple languages. The policy empheas the need for teacher education
programs to incorporate multilingual pedagogy aathtteachers to handle a variety of
linguistic environments.

- Language Laboratories and Digital Resources: To support the teaching of various
languages, NEP-2020 proposes the establishmeang@iage laboratories and digital
resources that can supplement classroom teachimgwiould be particularly helpful
in rural and remote areas where resources arestimit

- Developing Teaching-Learning Materials: There is a pressing need for high-quality
textbooks, storybooks, and other learning matemafsultiple Indian languages. These
materials should reflect cultural diversity, be pgdgically sound, and be easily
accessible to teachers and students.

Challenges in Implementation
Although the NEP-2020 has a visionary frameworkgmymoting Indian languages, several
challenges stand in the way of successful impleatmt

1. DiverseLinguistic Landscape: India’s immense linguistic diversity, while aestgth,
also makes it difficult to implement a uniform larage policy. The balance between
promoting regional languages and ensuring accesggotmal languages like English
presents a dilemma.

2. Resistance from States. The imposition of any language, especially Hirdis often
met with political resistance. States like TamildNahave historically opposed the
Three-Language Formula, viewing it as an infringetr@a their linguistic autonomy.

3. Infrastructural Gaps: Many schools, particularly in rural areas, ladle tbasic
infrastructure for implementing multilingual eduicet. The shortage of multilingual
teachers, learning materials, and linguistic resesiare major hurdles.

4. Societal Attitudes: English continues to be seen as a language chngpmiobility and
global success. Parents and communities mightt nesiicies that prioritize regional

languages over English, perceiving it as a thie#heir children's prospects.

The Role of Technology in Promoting Indian Languages
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NEP-2020 recognizes the role of technology in fatihg language education.
Technology can help bridge the gap in resourcegpamdde access to quality learning
materials in Indian languages. Initiatives such-pathshalas, online language courses,
and mobile apps for language learning can signmiflgaenhance the teaching and
learning of Indian languages.
Additionally, artificial intelligence (Al) and madie learning can play a role in
developing language translation tools, making aunte different languages more
accessible. Virtual classrooms and digital contamt also promote language learning
in areas with limited resources.

Case Studies of Language Promotion in Indian States

Several states in India have successfully impleatepblicies to promote regional languages

in education:

- Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu has consistently resisted the impasiof Hindi, promoting
Tamil as the primary medium of instruction in sclsod he state has developed a rich
body of literature and educational content in Taemisuring that students have access
to high-quality education in their mother tongue.

«  West Bengal: Bengali has been promoted as the medium of ictsdruin schools, with
significant success in improving literacy rates addcational outcomes.

+ Karnataka: Karnataka has implemented policies to promote ndda while also
ensuring that students learn English and Hindieraify a balanced approach to
multilingual education.

Way Forward and Conclusion

The promotion of Indian languages in school edooatas envisioned by NEP-2020, holds
great potential to bridge the gap between Indiegk linguistic diversity and its education
system. By emphasizing the use of mother tonguegiomal languages, and classical
languages, the policy ensures that education bexomoee inclusive, culturally relevant, and
accessible to all.

However, successful implementation requires ovemsgrohallenges related to infrastructure,
teacher training, and societal attitudes. A colfabee effort between the government,
educational institutions, teachers, and communitidsbe crucial to making this vision a
reality.

The future of Indian education lies in its ability embrace its linguistic diversity while

preparing students for a globalized world. NEP-20&ith its focus on language promotion,
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offers a roadmap for achieving this balance, enguthat no child is left behind due to

linguistic barriers, and that India’s rich lingucsheritage is preserved for future generations.
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